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lack of communication and stalled
development.

“Did the collapse of the credit market
help? Yes,” Somekawa says. “Did the
tanking of the gaming industry help? Yes.
But our thinking from the beginning was,
we've got to delay this thing. The more
we can delay, protract, prolong, the more
these other internal contradictions of
sustainability — can they open all these
things? — come more into play.”

The industry takes a different view.

“Part of the organizational, if you want te
call it 'success,’ that they've had is because
they are being led by people being paid
to do so and are long-time activists,” says
Thomsen. “I'm not saying they make a
lot of money. But what's happening there
is nothing new. Asian American United,
for example, they're against any kind of
development. Their previous fight was
against a baseball park [for the Philadelphia
Phillies]. [t doesn’t seem like it has just to
do with casinos.”

“I'm proud of it. We're very good at what
we do,” Heiko says. “How much does she
get paid?” he says, referring to Thomsen.
"The AGA, they don't want to have a public
debate. It just demonstrates that they'd
rather dig for dirt on individuals rather than
address the issues.”

He says it's true that he’s a professional
arganizer but says he has made less than
$20,000 for his efforts over three years.
Another leader of Casino Free Philadelphia,
Lily Cavanaugh, is paid $2,000 a month
as a full-timer. The group's Webmaster is
paid too {about $750 a month, Heika says).
Fund-raising has come from online appeals
($2,500 was raised in the wake of the
September arrests), and non-profit groups
have made donations of $5,000 and $2,000
in the past year.

“It's a shoestring budget and we're
woefully underfunded,” says Paul Boni, a
Philadelphia attorney who does pro bono
work for the coalition. “But it doesn't take
as much money to disseminate a truth as

it does to spin something through a big
public relations machine. You need a lot of
money for that.”

'MAKE THEM PAY”

For Natalia Olson, an urban planner and a
member of the Philadelphia City Planning
Cornmission who has lived all over the
world, the issue is not so much about social
impacts as it is about creating a proper
setting for the casinos.

“| really wanted less of a big box and
more of a structure that allows for real
access to the water and provides more
amenities than just gambling,” she says.

"It's a shoestring budget
and we're woefully
underfunded. But it

doesn’t take as much

money to disseminate a

truth as it does to spin
something through a big
public relations machine.

You need a lot of money

for that.”

She's disappointed that her fellow
commissioners approved what is being
called an “interim” phase casino for
SugarHouse — essentially a placeholder
for grander visions. In the case of
SugarHouse that means three phases
that will eventually see the building of a
parking garage, a greatly expanded casino
floor, entertainment and dining and, if
things progress that far, a hotel.

For now, the interim casino (a
groundbreaking ceremony was held last
month) will have just 1,700 slot machines.
Both SugarHouse and Foxwoods are allotted
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5,000 machines each. (For Heiko that fact
alone is a cause for celebration. “To us that's
an 8,300 machine victory. | think Foxwoods
is going to have an even tougher time.") As
of October 2, Foxwoods officials had yet to
submit new plans for an "“interim” casino.
They are under strict deadlines from the
state Gaming Control Board.

Before being appointed to the Planning
Commission by the mayor, Olson sat in on
some of the pitches from the developers
vying for the city’s two casino licenses.

One of them mentioned building a
“neighborhood casino,” she recalls. Right
away, the language of the gaming industry
was a problem. Qutside of Nevada most
people are not familiar with the concept of
a “neighborhood casino,” compared to, say,
a resort casino or a casino that sits amid a
cluster of gaming establishments.

Olson, who had seen the successful
development of casinos in Europe when she
worked for the U.S. State Department, says
she did not foresee the public outery that
would come in Philadelphia.

“Honestly, | didn't, because | thought,
“This waterfront has been underdeveloped;
nothing has been happening for a long
time. It seems to me to be a good prospect.
Maybe this can help bring activity to the
waterfront.” They were thinking ‘third
phases’ already — hotels, restaurants, open
areas to walk, and almost a little Main Street.
... | thought that’s where they were geing.”

She admits, too, that there have
been a lot of mixed messages from city
government. “In the larger context,
because of a lack of a comprehensive
plan, we didn't have a citywide strategy of
development in place.”

That has improved over the past year,
with a new "overlay district” created for the
Central Delaware River waterfront (including
the sites for both casinos) and signed into
law in the spring.
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